Islands represent unique opportunities to examine human interaction with the natural environment. They capture the human imagination as remote, vulnerable, and exotic, yet there is comparatively little understanding of their basic geology, geography, or the impact of island colonization by plants, animals, and humans.
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Preface
What makes islands so special to many of us? Is it their remoteness and the special effort we make to get to them? Is it their sharp landwater boundaries decorated by pretty beaches or dramatic, rocky shorelines? Is it their volcanoes or coral reefs? Is it their unusual and often rare plants and animals? Or perhaps it is their exotic cultures and unique languages? Whatever the attraction, tens of millions of people visit islands each year. As scientists, we too enjoy the scenic and cultural attractions and have been drawn to study the fascinating island plants and the animals that interact with them. However, we recognize that the massive popularity of islands and their burgeoning populations are changing island environments and that islands are particularly vulnerable to global climate changes, such as increases in air and water temperatures, sea level rise, and ocean acidification. We wrote this book to examine how humans have interacted over time with island environments from their earliest colonization until the present.
Our findings suggest that because of human colonization and development, island environments have lost the isolation that protected them as evolutionary experiments. With finite habitats, limited resources, and little protection from humans and the organisms humans bring with them, island plants and animals are vulnerable to extinction. Further, widespread introductions of non-native species have resulted in a global homogenization of plants and animals. In turn, populations of humans on islands are vulnerable because they rely on healthy environments for their well-being. The interaction between humans and the environment is therefore worth examining, not only for aesthetic or moral reasons, but so that we can plan how to manage, conserve, and restore natural island habitats and the services that they supply to humans. We appreciate the able assistance of Paula Garrett (University of Nevada, Las Vegas) and James Barringer (Landcare Research, New Zealand) with graphic design. We are indebted to several critical readers whose comments helped us improve all or parts of the book. These readers include: Don Drake, José María Fernández-Palacios, Scott Fitzpatrick, Christopher Hamlin, Matt McGlone, Roger del Moral, John Parkes, Elizabeth Powell, Fred Swanson, Shiro Tsuyuzaki, Margery Walker, and Janet Wilmshurst. The Ruamāhua Islands Trust approved inclusion of some material. Finally, we appreciated the enthusiastic support for this project from the Cambridge University Press editorial staff, in particular Dominic Lewis.
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